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The Rev. Mr.G.Tennent'sdccount of ibe Reweval of 

Religion in Pennfylvania Ge. continu 

~ ‘ E likewife concur with our Reverend Author, nn 

dag W © his feafonable Effort againft Aetimomian brrors 

ed © exprefs’d in his /ecomd Dialogues , and declare to 

ng « the World that we believe and maintain thatSand?: fication v9 

= : « the Evidence of our Juflificateon, § and that Aferame 1) nat 

by | * effntial ta Faith, but only a parents Fructu: Yet we 

- © agree with the Reverend and very judicious Mr. Fiewe/, in 

i ¢ his Sacramental Meditations on Eps (. 4.13. who {peaketh 

wd ¢ thus, viz. ** That tho’ al! Believers are not feald at one 

= * and the fame Time, vet there are (.w if am Believer! 

al « do meet with one Seafon or another in this Lite, where n 

4 ¢ the Lorn doth feal them."" By which /se/ing he te 

= «« (before) in the fame Difcourfe he underflands the Spike 

od “« giving a fure and certain Te/fimeny to the Reality of that 

6s W ork of (yrace be hath wrought » our Sowls, and to 

od «* our Intereft in Cuaitst, thereby fatwtying our Fears a 

a ss Doubts about our kftate and Condition ."' And we 

s ; ¢ prebend the Murher ot the aforefaid Dialogue with Livers au, 

P ‘ is confiftent herewith,in what he fays about Waenr/, : 

- ae © Perfwafin, AJerance, which he ules as /y nomimaus | ¢ 
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Spirits fuch as ‘Foy, Peace, Long-/uffer ing, Meeknefs &c. a3 
N 


« We do therefore recommend the following /ucciné, ner- 
vous and judicious Compofure to the impartial Confideration 
of Mankind ; and cannot but judge that there is fufficient 
Light and Argument in it, to convinge all (that are not 
under the Power of a corrupt Bias and unreafonable Preju- 
dice) ofthe Truth and Certainty of the Masters contained 
therein. 
« O mav the Gop of Truth and Holinefs arife and plead 
his own Caufe, and grant his fuecefsful Smiles to this Per 
formance, and others of the like Nature and Tendency ; 
that notwithftanding the prefent Gloom of unjuft Re- 
proach, Contempt and Oppofition caft upon and made 
againt the Work and Servants of Gop, it may be reviv'd 
in the midft of the Years among «1s and elfewhere. 
« And here we cannot but declare our great Satisfaction 
with the concurring Suffrage of thofe reverend and worthy 
Gentlemen, of a fuperiour and diftinguifh’d Character, 
(wh: fe Names are mention’d in the preceeding Preface) to 
the blefled Work of Gon in this Land. 
« We rejoyce, and give Giory to Gop, ‘that in this Day 
of Blafphemy, Rebuke, and Infyk, he is pleas’d to raile 


up 
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into ous Hearts, and feeing that they are changed and 
renewed, from thence form a comfortable and we'll; 
grounded Affurance of the Safety of our States.--- No, 
this is what we are directed to in Scripture. --- By our 
bringing forth the Fruits, we are to know whether or no 
we ever did truly partake of theSpirit of God.---We know 
fays St. Jobn, that we.are paffed from Death to Life be- 
cauje we Love the Brethren.--- And however we may talk 
of Chrift’s Righteoufnefs, and exclaim againit legal 
Preachers ; if we are not holy in Heart and Life we are 
Self-deceivers, we are only formal Hypocrites.’ 
And in Vol.II. Sermon 2.after {peaking of theFruits of the 
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arks of the new Birth,he adds, * for my own Part Thad 
* rather fee thefe divine Graces, thefe heavenly Tempers 
* ftamped upon my Soul, than to hear an Angel fromHea- 


ven faying unto me, Be of good Cheer, thy Sins are for- 
given thee.”” 
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‘up Witneffes in diverfe Parts of thé World to appear for 
«his Caufe by padlick Attefations and Defences ; amonett 
« whom we would mention with dueHonour and Refpeé the 
Rev.Mr. Edwards of Northampton in New- Englandin hisSer- 
mon upon the di/tinguifbing Marks of thelV ork of the Spinirr, 
arid in his late Book Intitled, Some Thoughts concerning the 
Revival of Religionin NEw ENGLAND, and the Way how it 
ought to be acknowledg’d and promoted, in five Parts: Like- 
« wife the Reverend Mr. Rode in the aforefaid Preface and 
Narrative; and the Reverend Mr. Alexander Webjer of 
Edinburgh in his Book Intitled, Divine Influence the true 
Spring of the extraordinary Work at Cambullang, and other 
Parts of the Weft of ScoTLAND. 
‘ Before we conclude, we think it neceflary to advertife 
« the Reader of this Particular; namely, that tho’ the Re- 
© verend Author of the enfuing Dialogues, did not think it 
‘ proper to prefix his Name to the fir? Edition of them; yet 
© being now afk’d, he allows bis Name to be mention’d in 
© this /econd Edition. But we muft not longer detain theRea- 
* der from the Performance it felf: We therefore conclude 
¢ and remain his Friends and Servants in Jesus CHRIsT. 
Gilbert Tennent 
Philadelphia William Tennent 
June 1. 1743. Samuel Blair 
Richard Triat 
Samuel Finley 
John Blair. 
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I may add that both our Prefbyterys, viz. of New-Bruns- 
wick and New-CastT Le, have in their late Declaration of 
May 26. 1743, printed at Philadelphia, manifefted their 
coftdial Concurrence with the Pret:/fation of the Pre/jtery 
of New-York, in which are thefe Words, viz. 


© We proteft againft all thofe Paffazes in any of thePamph- 
¢ lets which have been publifhed in thefe Parts, “which feem 
© to reflect upon the Work of divine Power and Grace which 


‘ has been carrying on in fo wonderful a Manner in many of 


© our Congregations ; and declare to all the World, that we 
* look upon it to be the indifpenfible Duty of all our Miii- 
© fters to encourage that glorious Work with their moft fairh- 
© ful and diligent Endeavours. * 
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292 Revival of Religion in Pennfylvania &c. 


This Prorest was figned May the 29th 1742, by the 
following Members of the Pre/bytery of New-York, viz, 


‘Fonathan Dickinfon Q 


Ebenezer Pemberton 

Daniel’ Elmore 

‘Silas Leonard 2 Minifters, 
‘John Pierfon 

Simon Horton. 

Azariah Horton 


Timothy Wbitehzad 


Nathanael Hazard 
Elders. 
David Whitehead. 


Now the Concurrence of the Prefbytery of New-Brun/- 
wick and New-Caffle, with the aforefaid Prote/?, is exprefs’d 
in the following Words, in the 5th Page of their Decra- 
RATION. © With this Preteflation of thefe our Reverend and 
© other Brethren we heartily agree’, And in the 13th Page 
they declare ¢* that they could not come into a State of fet- 
© tled conftant Communion with fuch as had protefted againft 
‘ them until they received competent Satisfaction, efpecially 
© concerning their Oppofitions to and Reflections upon the 


‘ Work of Goon’s Grace and Succefs of the Gofpel in the 
¢ Land.’ 


I truft 1 may fay to the Glory of Gon’s Grace, that it 
p!eas’d the moft high Gop to let me fee confiderable Succefs 


in the Places where 1 laboured flatedly many Years before I came 
hither. 


New- Brunfwick in the Province of New-Jersey, 
and Staten-Ifland in the Province of New-York. 


The Labours of the Reverend Mr. Frelinghoufa a Dutch 
Calvinift Minifter, were much blefs’d to the People of New- 
Brunfwick and Places adjacent,efpecially about the Time of his 
coming among them,which was about twenty-foar Years ago. 

When I came there which was about /even Years after, I 
had the Pleafure of feeing much of theFruits of hisMiniftry : 
divers of his Hearers with whom I| had Opportunity of con- 
verfing, appear’d to be converted Perfons, by their 9 
nefs 
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Revival of Religion in New-Brunfwick. 293 


nefs in Principle, Chriftian Experience, and pious Prattice : 
and thefe Perfons declared that the Miniftrations of the afore- 
fid Gentleman, were the Means thereof. This together 
with a kind Letter which he fent me refpecting theNeceffity 
of dividing the Word aright, and giving to every Man his 
Portion in due Seafon, thro’ the divine Bleffing, excited me 
to greater Earneftnefs in minifterial Labours. I began to be 
very much diftrefs’d about my want of Succefs ; for I knew 
not for half a Year or more after I came to New-Brunfwick, 
that any one was converted by my Labours, altho’ feveral 
Perfons were at Times affected tranfiently. 

It pleafed Gop to affic&t me about that Time with Sick- 
nefs, by which I had affecting Views of’ Eternity. I was 
then exceedingly grieved that I had done fo little for Gop, 
and was very defirous to live one half Year more if it was 
his Will, that I might ftand upon the Stage of the World as 
it were, and plead more faithfully for his Caufe, and take 
more earneft Pains for the Converfion of Souls. The fecure 
State of the World appeared to me in a very affectingLight ; 
and oneThing among others prefled me fore ; viz. that I had 
fpent much Time in converfing about Trifles, which might 
have been fpent in examining People’s States towards Gop, 
and perfwading them to turn unto him : I therefore prayed to 
Gop that he would be pleafed to give me one half Year more, 
and I was determined to endeavour to promote his Kingdom 
with all my Might at all Adventures. “Tie Petition Gop 
was pleafed to grant manifold, and to enable me to keep my 
Refolution in fome Meafure. 

After I was rais’d up to Health, I examined many about 
the Grounds of their Hope of Salvation, which I found in 
moft to be nothing but as the Sand : with fuch I was enabled 
to deal faithfully and earneftly, in warning them of their 
Danger, and urging them to feek converting Grace. By 
this Method many were awaken’d out of their Security ; and 
of thofe diverfe were to all Appearance effe&tually converted : 
and fome that Ijfpoke plainly to were prejudiced. And here I 
would have it obferved, that as foon as an efe4tual Door was 
opened, I found many Adverfaries, and my CharaSter was co- 
ver’d with unjuft Reproaches, which thro’ divine Good- 
nefs did not difcourage me in my Work. I did then 
preach much upon Original Sin, Repentance, the Nature 
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and Neceflity of Comverfien, in a Clofe examinatory and diftin- 
guifhing Way ; labouring inthe mean Time to found the 
Trumpet of Gon’s Judgments, and alarm the Secure by the 
Terrors of the Lorn, aswell as to affect them with other 
Topicks of Perfwafion ; which Method was feal’d by the 
Ho ty Spirit in the Convidtion and Converfion of a confide- 
rable Number of Perfons, at various Times, and in different 
Places, in that Part of the Country ; as appeared by their 
Acquaintance with experimental Religion, and good Con- 
verfation. 

I may further obferve, that frequently at Sacramenta) 
Seasons in New- Brunfwick, there have been fignal Difplays 
of the divine Power and Prefence: divers have been convinced 
of Sin by the Sermons then preached, fome converted, and 
many much affected with theLove of Gop inJesusCurist, 
O the fweet Meltings that I have often feen on fuchOccafions 
among many ! New-Brunfwick did then look like a Field the 
Lorp had bleffed : \t was like alittle ‘ferufalem, to which 
the fcattered ‘Tribes with eager hafte repaired at Sacramental 
Solemnities ; and there they fed on the Fatne/s of Goa’s 
Houfe, and drunk of the River of bis Pieafures. But alas ! 
the Scene is now alter’d ! 

While I lived in the Place aferefaid, 1 don’t remember 
that there was any greatIngathering of Souls at any oneTime ; 


but thro’ Mercy there were pretty frequently Gleanings of a 


few here and there, which in the whole were a confiderable 
Number. But having never taken a written Account of 
them, I cannot offer any precife Conje@ture at their Number, 
and fhall therefore leave it to be determined at the Judgment- 
Day. But at Staten [fland one of the Places where I ftatedly 
laboured, there was about fifteen or /ixteen Years ago, a more 
general Concern about theA fairs of Salvation, which hopefully 
iffued in the Conver ion of a pretty many. Once in the Time 
of a Sermon upon 4mos 6. 1. (before which the People were 
generally fecure, the SprriT of Gop was fuddenly poured 
down upon the Affembly ; the People were generally affect- 
ed about the State of their Souls ; and fome to that Degree, 
that they fell upon their Knees in the Time of the Sermon, 
in order to pray to Gop for pardoning Mercy : Many went 
weeping Home from that Sermon ; and then the general In- 
quiry was, What fhedi 1 do ta be faved ? 
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Revival of Religion in Philadelphia &e. 295 


I may farther obferve that fome few of thofe that I truft 
were converted in the Places a are/aid long fince, were com- 
pel’d to cry eut in the publick flembly, both under the Im- 
preflions of Terror and Love. a 

During the late Revival of Religion, New-Brunfwick felt 
fome Drops of the fpreading Rain, but no general Shower. 


Philadelphia and other Places in the Province of 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


As to the City of PHiL ADELPHIA, where now by the 
Providence of Gop I labour ftatedly ; many have been hope- 
fully converted here, during the late Difpiav of 3op’sGrace 
in this Land. The Reverend Mr. Whitefield was the Inftru+ 
ment that Gop was pleas’d (0 improve principally, in the 
Awakining and Conver /in of Sinners here: yet the Labours 
of others have been alfo attended with fome Succefs. This 
Town by all that I can learn, -was ina deep Security gene- 
rally, before Mr. Whitefield’ came among them ; but his 
Preaching was fo biefs’d, that a great Number were bro’t 
under a religiasus Concern about the Salvation of their Souls ; 
Multitudes were ingu:. ing the Way to Zion with their Faces 
thitherward, weeping as they went. ~Some Years fince, there 
were fo many under Soul-ficknefs in this Place, that myFeet 
were pain’d with walking from Place to Place to fee them; 
and there was then fuch an eagernefs to hear religious Dif- 
courfe, that when they faw me going to a Hou/e they would 
flock toit ; and under what was fpoken, they were fome- 
times generally and to all Appearance deeply affected : and 
thus it was in more publick Affemblies, there were fometimes 
general Meltings. 

And altho’ feveral Perfons have loft their religious Im- 
preffions, and return’d with the Dog to his Vomit, and fome 
others have fallen into erroneous Sentiments ; yet (son has pre- 
ferved many from thofe Evils, who give a rational and fcrip- 
tural Account of their Converfion, and crown the fame b 
their Pra@tice. Neither is it ftrange that fome fhould be car- 
ry’d away here, by the fair Speeches and cunning Craftinefs 
of thofe that lie in wait to deceive ; fecing that the greater 
Part of this Place have never had the Benefit of a ftriét re- 
ligious Education, and therefore were never well fixed in 
the thorough Knowledge of a con/i/fent Sy/tem of Principles. 

; None 
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None that I know of in this Town, who were well acquaint. 
ed with the Doétrines of Religion in their Conneftion, ang 
eftablith’d in them, have been turned afide by the Tempeh 
and Tricks of Errorifts. 

The (af Sabbath in May laf, 1 gave the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper the firfi Time that ever it was difpens'd to the 
Society to which I belong, (confidered as a Society :) The 
Number of Commanicants was abive one Hundred and fry. 
Thefe Perfons I examinea about their’ gracious State, as we!) 
as doétrinal Know/ege ; and upon trial almoft all of them gave 
a fcriptural and faustatory Account of the Grounds of their 
Hope. Now the chief Part of thefe according to their ows 
Account, have been bro’t to Curist during the late Re- 
vival of Religion, 

And there are divers other Perfons in thisCety,who in a Judg- 
ment of {criptural Charity, have got faving Benefit during 
the late marvellous Manifeftation of Gov’s Grace, who do 
not join in Communion with us. 

Tho’ there is in many a confiderable Decay as to their live- 
linefs and affectionatenefs in Religion ; yet thro’ divine 
Goodneis they grow more humble and merciful, and it » 
evident by their Converfation that the general Bent of their 
Hearts is for Gop. 

Since I have come bere, my Labours feem to be chiefy 
ferviceable to inftruct and eftablith in the great Truths of Re- 
ligion, and to comfort pious People : there have been but 
a few Inftances of Conviétion and Converfion of late in thu 
Town that 1 know of. 

(To be finifbed in our next.) 


W E are further informed, That the Rev. Mr. Whitefes 

fo furprizingly revived, as to Preach both Parts of th: 
laft Lord’s Day to the Rev.Mr. Moody’ sCongregation of Yar, 
with great Life and Power: That he preached every Evenny 
on board the Maff Ship in which he came, throughout the 
Voyage ; that all but three, as Bufinefs would permit, # 
tended with great Serioufnel, : That his Preaching, Conduc: 
and Converfation were fo moving, winning and tuccefstul,» 
to effeet a wonderous Reformation: That the lat Tus/s 
Evening, he preach’d in the Rev. Mr. Fitch's Church # 
Port/mouth , the next Morning at the Rev. Mr. Sburtief™s 
And that there was no Difturbance nor Contenuon 








